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Weekly Ice Forecast for Chesapeake and Delaware Bays

Week of: 12/30/2013
Analyst: Brian Jackson (Brian.M.Jackson@noaa.gov)

Weather Outlook:


A longwave trough sets up across the eastern U.S. this week and brings with it a more seasonably cool pattern.  Several quick-moving shortwaves will rotate through and bring with them reinforcing shots of cold-air but no significant storminess for the Mid-Atlantic.  The temperature outlook is on the cool side with highs only reaching the 30s and lower 40s early in the week followed by another cold shot for Fri/Sat with highs likely staying sub-freezing.  Overnight lows dip well into the 20s, and teens later in the week, with ample time spent below freezing for light ice formation.  Temperatures rebound back into the 40s at the end of the period.
Ice Conditions:


Very little ice is currently on the bays with any ice restricted to sheltered bays and harbors.  Subfreezing nighttime temperatures and a colder shot late in the week bring the likelihood for additional ice formation.
Ice Forecast:


Delaware Bay:

Sheltered bays and inlets may see diurnal ice early this week.  Light ice formation likely Friday/Saturday.

Upper Chesapeake Bay:

Sheltered bays and inlets may see diurnal ice early this week.  Light ice formation likely Friday/Saturday.

Lower Chesapeake Bay:

Light ice formation possible Friday/Saturday, likely restricted to shallower bays and harbors.  
