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THIRTY DAY FORECAST FOR THE GREAT LAKES FOR MID-MARCH TO MID-APRIL ISSUED JOINTLY BY THE CANADIAN ICE SERVICE OF ENVIRONMENT CANADA AND THE U.S. NATIONAL ICE CENTER OF THE UNITED STATES ON 19 MARCH 2003.

LAKE SUPERIOR

Much below normal temperatures were reported over the last 2 week. Ice coverage in Lake Superior is more extensive than normal. 

Forecast ice conditions from March 19th  to March 31st 
Above normal temperatures will prevail over the next  week then temperature will return to slightly below normal until the end of the month. Open water will develop along the northern shore of the lake as northeasterly to northwesterly winds generally predominate and at the end of the month open water or very open drift conditions will predominate within 15 to 25 miles from the northern shore. However those winds will give difficult conditions over the southern section of the lake as the ice is pushed towards the southern shore. Thick lake ice will remain the predominant ice type inside the pack. Brief period of southerly winds will occasionally develop leads along the southern shore. Ice in Thunder Bay and in Whitefish Bay will remain consolidated during the period. Break up at the end of March will be about 2 weeks behind normal. 

Forecast ice conditions from  April 01st to mid-April 

Near normal temperatures are forecast for the first half of April. Ice will melt at a moderate pace during the period. At the end of the first week in April the northern half of the lake will be generally open water while the southern section east of the Apostle Islands remain covered by thick lake ice. Ice will further melt during the second week of the forecast period and generally open drift thick lake ice will persist at mid-April over the southeastern section of the lake. At that time the consolidated ice in Whitefish and Thunder Bay will start to break. 

LAKE HURON AND GEORGIAN BAY

Much below normal temperatures were reported over the first 2 weeks of March. Ice coverage in Lake Huron is more extensive than normal.

Forecast ice conditions from March 19th  to March 31st
Above normal temperatures will prevail over the next week then temperatures will return to near normal until the end of the month. As a result ice will melt at a moderate pace. Open water areas will develop during the first week of the period over the northern and western sections of the lake and expand during the last week. At mid-April open water or loose ice conditions will prevail over the northern third of the lake while high concentration of thick lake ice predominate over the eastern and southern sections. Periods of onshore winds could develop ice pressure along the eastern shore. Georgian Bay will remain covered by thick lake ice but narrow open water lead will develop and expand along the fast ice edge late in the period. Ice in the North Channel, along the northeast shore of Georgian Bay, along the eastern shore of Lake Huron, in St Mary’s River and in the approach and entrance to the Straits of Mackinac will remain consolidated during the forecast period. Ice will start to fracture in northern Saginaw Bay early in the period but the southern section will remain consolidated. 


Forecast ice conditions from  April 01st to mid-April
Near normal temperatures are forecast for the first 2 weeks in April and ice will continue to melt at a normal pace. The rest of Saginaw Bay will fracture early in the period and most of the ice in the Bay will melt by mid-April.  In Lake Huron most of the ice will melt during the period but a narrow band of thick ice could persist right along the eastern shore. Ice concentration in Georgian Bay will gradually diminish but open drift thick lake ice will still persist at the end of the forecast period. Ice in the entrance to the Straits of Mackinac will fracture by the second week in April but loose ice will persist there at the end of the period. Parts of St Mary’s River will melt during the first 2 weeks in April but the north Channel and the ice right along the shores of Georgian Bay will remain fast. 

LAKE ERIE AND LAKE ST. CLAIR


Below normal temperatures were reported over the forecast area over the last 2 weeks. Lake Erie is completely ice covered which is a more extensive ice coverage than normal.  

Forecast ice conditions from March 19th  to March 31st
Above normal temperatures are expected over the forecast period. As a result ice will melt at a moderate pace. Ice will start to melt over the Western Basin and over the western section of the Lake early in the period. At the end of the month open water or loose ice conditions will prevail over the Western Basin and the western half of the Lake. Thick with some very thick lake ice will persist over the eastern half of the lake throughout the period. Coastal leads will occasionally develop over the eastern section with offshore winds. The consolidated ice along the southern shore of the Lake will break during the next week. Some of the consolidated ice at the eastern end of the Lake will break but ice will remain consolidated along the coast near Buffalo at the end of the period. Lake St Clair will fracture during the first week of the period and most of the ice will melt during the second week. Strong onshore winds could result in ice pressure along the southeastern shore of Lake Erie as well as ice congestion in the entrance to the Detroit River. At the end of March break-up will be about 2 weeks behind normal. 

Forecast ice conditions from  April 01st to mid-April
Near normal temperatures are expected over the first half of April. Lake St Clair will become open water during the first week of the forecast period. Ice concentration will gradually decrease over the eastern section of the Lake and at mid month loose ice will persist east of Erie. The area of consolidated ice at the eastern end of the Lake will diminish but at mid-April the approach and the entrance to Buffalo and up to Port Colborne will still be consolidated. Otherwise open water will prevail over lake Erie. 

LAKE ONTARIO

Much below normal temperatures were reported over the last 2 weeks. Ice coverage over the northeastern section of the lake is more extensive than normal. 

Forecast ice conditions from March 19th  to March 31st
Above  normal temperatures will prevail over the next week then temperatures will cool to near normal until the end of the month.  Most of the thin ice over the northeastern section of the Lake will melt during the period but an area of close pack medium and thick lake ice will persist east of Prince Edward Point. The entrance to the Seaway will remain consolidated. 
Forecast ice conditions from  April 01st to mid-April

Near normal temperatures are forecast for the first half of April. The mobile ice in the northeast end will melt by the second week in April. The consolidated ice near Kingston and in Bay of Quinte will break during the first week of the forecast period but ice will still be present in those areas at mid-April. The rest of the lake will be open water to ice free. 

LAKE MICHIGAN

Below normal temperatures have continued to prevail over the last 2 weeks. Ice coverage is more extensive than normal.  
Forecast ice conditions from March 19th  to March 31st
Above normal temperatures will prevail over the next week then temperatures will return to slightly below normal until the end of the month. The coastal ice south of Traverse Bay will melt within a week. A slight decrease in ice concentration is expected over the northeast corner of the Lake. Green Bay and the approaches and entrance to the Straits of Mackinac will remain consolidated at the end of March. 

Forecast ice conditions from  April 01st to mid-April

Near normal temperatures will prevail over the first half of April. Most of the mobile ice in the northeast section of the Lake will gradually melt during the period. Green Bay and the approach and entrance to the straits of Mackinac will fracture by the second week in April but significant amount of ice will persist in those areas at mid-month. Otherwise, at that time,  Lake Michigan will be open water to ice free. 

THE NEXT 30 DAY FORECAST WILL BE ISSUED ON 03 APRIL 2003.

END

